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Hello, I'm calling from FL Research, a national public opinion firm.  I want to emphasize that this is not an attempt to sell anything or solicit
funds.  We're conducting a survey in Louisiana and this phone number is on my list. May I please speak to:

(IF THE TELEPHONE NUMBER ENDS IN AN EVEN NUMBER:) (IF THE TELEPHONE NUMBER ENDS IN AN ODD NUMBER:)
The youngest woman living at this household who is The youngest man living at this household who is
18 years old or older and is home at this time. 18 years old or older and is home at this time.

(IF NO WOMAN  IS THERE, INTERVIEW ANY MAN AGE 18+) (IF NO MAN IS THERE, INTERVIEW ANY WOMAN AGE 18+)

1. Have you heard a lot, some, not much, or nothing at all about a proposed passenger rail service that would run back and forth
between (ROTATE) New Orleans and Baton Rouge?

A lot  8%
Some 31
Not much 24
Nothing at all 37
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.)  -

2. Here is some information about the proposed passenger rail service between (ROTATE) Baton Rouge and New Orleans, which would
offer an alternative to driving back and forth on Interstate ten.  The train would travel at about eighty miles per hour and it would
take about one hour and fifteen minutes to travel between the two cities.  It would take forty five minutes to travel to the New
Orleans airport from Baton Rouge and there would be a shuttle service from the train station to the airport.  The train would offer both
first class and coach seating, free wifi, and have food and beverage service.  The train would stop in downtown Baton Rouge, near
the Mall of Louisiana, in Gonzales, LaPlace (la PLAHS), at the New Orleans airport, in Kenner, and in downtown New Orleans, two
blocks from the Superdome.  Is your reaction to all of this very positive, somewhat positive, neutral, somewhat negative, or very
negative?

Very positive 36%
Somewhat positive 39
Neutral 16
Somewhat negative  3
Very negative  2
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.)  4

3. Would you be very likely, somewhat likely, not too likely, or not likely at all to utilize this passenger rail service?  

Very likely 30%
Somewhat likely 33
Not too likely 16
Not likely at all 14
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.)  7
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4. Regardless of how you just answered, would you say it is very important, important, not very important, or not important at all to have
passenger rail service between (ROTATE) Baton Rouge and New Orleans?  

Very important 40%
Important 45
Not very important  7
Not important at all  5
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.)  3

5. There are currently federal matching dollars available for passenger rail service between (ROTATE) New Orleans and Baton Rouge. 
In other words, the federal government would pay for half of the cost of the project if the state pays the other half.  Knowing this, do
you support or oppose using state funding to help build a passenger rail line between (ROTATE) New Orleans and Baton Rouge? (IF
POSITION TAKEN, ASK:) Do you feel strongly or not strongly about that?   

Support-strongly 47%
Support-not strongly                                   32
Oppose-strongly  5
Oppose-not strongly                                   5
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.) 10

(ASK EVERYONE) Here is some information about passenger rail service between (ROTATE) New Orleans and Baton Rouge.  Please tell me
whether each statement makes you much more likely, more likely, less likely, or much less likely to support using state funding for it.  
(RANDOMIZE)

Much                                           Much                                 
More         More         Less           Less           No          DK/  
Likely         Likely        Likely        Likely    Diff.  (Vol.)   Ref.  

6. A.  State funds for passenger rail service would come from a hotel tax. 30% 35%  6%  5% 20%  5%
7. B.  State funds for passenger rail service would come from a rental car tax. 30 38  7  3 15  7
8. Texas, Florida and North Carolina are just a few of the states that currently

or will soon operate passenger trains between their large cities. 25 34  5  2 30  5
9. The federal government has made a one time offer to match every dollar of

state funding for passenger rail service, meaning the federal government 
would pay half of the total cost. 40 40  3  3 11  3

10. A.  Because the train would have free wifi, passengers could work during their 
commute. 38 38  2  2 15  4

11. B.  Passenger rail service will help workers avoid traffic and make it easier for 
them to get to work at existing and new industrial plants along the River 
between (ROTATE) New Orleans and Baton Rouge.  37 48  3  2  8  3

12. The cost of a train ticket would be lower than it typically costs to park for a 
few hours in either (ROTATE) downtown New Orleans or downtown 
Baton Rouge.  40 43  3  2 10  2

13. The trains would offer another way for people to evacuate during a future
hurricane. 40 38  2  2  9 10

Here are some other statements about passenger rail service between (ROTATE) New Orleans and Baton Rouge.  Please tell me whether
you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree with each statement.  (RANDOMIZE)

Strongly                                    Strongly      DK/   
Agree    Agree    Disagree    Disagree     Ref.   

14. State funding supports highways, airports and ferries.  It should support passenger 
rail service too. 27% 56%  6%  3%  8%

15. A.  If my workplace were along the passenger train route and my employer ran a shuttle
to and from the train station, I would use it. 26 52  9  3 10

16. B.  If my employer paid for me to ride the train to work, I would use it. 32 45 10  3 10
17. I would take the train to the New Orleans airport. 28 45 14  4  9
18. A.  Because the New Orleans train station is only two blocks from the Superdome and the 

Arena, I would take the train to New Orleans for sporting events.  26 47 15  6  7
19. B.  I would take the train to Baton Rouge for LSU sporting events. 25 39 21  5 11
20. (ASCENSION, ST. CHARLES, ST. JAMES, ST. JOHN ONLY) I would take the train to (ROTATE) 

New Orleans and Baton Rouge for shopping, dining, and entertainment. 26 44 16  4  9
21. Passenger rail service between (ROTATE) New Orleans and Baton Rouge would bring 

economic development to all of the parishes along the way. 28 52  7  3 10
22. Before I vote for Governor and State Legislature this year, I would like to know whether 

the candidates support or oppose building a passenger rail line between (ROTATE) New 
Orleans and Baton Rouge. 23 38 20  4 15

23. The fast train from (ROTATE) New Orleans to Baton Rouge will help eliminate traffic 
congestion on Interstate ten. 37 45  6  3 10
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24. Thinking about everything we’ve discussed, do you support or oppose using state funding to help build a passenger rail line between
(ROTATE) New Orleans and Baton Rouge? (IF POSITION TAKEN, ASK:) Do you feel strongly or not strongly about that? 

Support-strongly 58%
Support-not strongly 25
Oppose-strongly  7
Oppose-not strongly  4
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.)  6

25. And after hearing more about this, would you be very likely, somewhat likely, not too likely, or not likely at all to utilize passenger train
service between (ROTATE) New Orleans and Baton Rouge, with stops in the parishes along the way?  

Very likely 42%    ASK Q.26-27
Somewhat likely 32      ASK Q.26-27
Not too likely                                               11      ASK Q.26-27
Not likely at all 11      SKIP TO Q.28
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.)  5       SKIP TO Q.28

26. A.  If the train were to cost fifteen dollars each way to ride all the way from (ROTATE) New Orleans to Baton Rouge or vice versa,
would that make you more likely or less likely to use it?  

*Percentages based only on the 74% who express any likelihood of utilizing the passenger train service in Q.25.  N=448.*

More likely 77%
Less likely 15
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.)  8

27. B.  If the train were to cost ten dollars each way to ride all the way from (ROTATE) New Orleans to Baton Rouge or vice versa, would
that make you more likely or less likely to use it?  

*Percentages based only on the 74% who express any likelihood of utilizing the passenger train service in Q.25.  N=442.*

More likely 87%
Less likely  8
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.)  5

28. (ASK EVERYONE) How many times per day do you think the train should run round trip – once a day, two times per day, three times
per day, or more frequently than that?

Once/day  4%
Twice/day 17
Three times/day 21
More frequently 45
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.) 14

FINALLY, I’D LIKE TO ASK YOU A FEW QUESTIONS
FOR COMPARISON PURPOSES ONLY

29. What is your age?  (READ LIST IF NECESSARY)

18-24  6%
25-34 16
35-49 27
50-64 28
65 and over 23
Not sure/Refused  -

30. Are you presently employed full-time, part-time, are you retired, unemployed, a student or don’t you work outside your home? 

Full-time 66%    
Part-time                                                       6
Retired 21    
Unemployed  2    
Student  2    
Don’t work outside home  2    
Other (Vol.)  1    
Don’t know/Refused (Vol.)  -    
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31. What is your  race or ethnic background – are you White, Black, Asian, Hispanic, or of some other race or ethnic group?

White 47%
Black 43
Asian  1
Hispanic  6
Other  2
Not sure/Refused  -

32. If you were asked to say which economic class you belong to, would you say you consider yourself: (READ LIST IN ORDER)...

Upper class  2%
Upper middle class 12
Middle class 55
Working class 25 

OR
Lower class?  3

(DON’T READ)
Other (Vol.)  2
Not sure/Refused  1

THANK YOU. YOU HAVE BEEN MOST HELPFUL.

RECORD AFTER INTERVIEW IS COMPLETE.

33. Respondent’s Sex:  Male 44%
                             Female 56


